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(54) Casing for smoking and storage of foodstuffs 



(57) A casing for smoking and storage of foodstuffs 
is provided. The casing comprises a heat-shrinkable 
tubular laminate inducing at least one layer of a polya- 
mide resin and at least one layer of a modified polyoieftn 
resin having adhesiveness to said potyarride resin, said 
layer of modified poJyolefm resin having a thickness of 
from 1 to 25fim, or the casing comprises a heat-shrink- 
able tubular laminate including at least one layer of a 
potyamide resin, at least one intermediate layer of a 
modified polyolef in resin having adhesiveness to said 
potyarrtide resin, and at least one layer of a potyolefin 
resin, said modified polyolef in resin layer and the poty- 
olefin resin layer having a combined thickness of from 1 
to 25jim The casing is effective as a replacement for 
both the primary casing and the secondary casing of 
the prior art 
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BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 



1 . Held of the invention: 

The present invention relates to a casing for smoking and storage erf foodstuffs. This invention has particular appli- 
cation to casings lor stuffing with raw meat lor production of smoked meat products such as ham and sausage, and 
preparation of other smoked foodstuffs capable of tong periods of storage 

2. Description of the prior art 

SmokBd foodstuffs in casings are usuafly produced for sale using stepwise two casings referred as the primary cas- 
ing and the secondary casing. The primary casing functions to retain the shape of ttie foodstiiff for smoking arid g 
erafly cornposed of materials having superior gas pemTeaJbflrry such that smoking gas cornponerrts may penetrate to the 
inside of the casing. However, water vapor and steam can aiso penetrate these materials having superior gas permea- 
bflrty, resufting in the stuffed ccrttents of me prima^ 
of the product 

Accordingly, the primary casing is overtaid with or replaced by a secondary casing made of materials selected for 
low water vapor and steam permeabffity after smoking. 

Presently, natural casings such as animal intestines and fbrous casing made of vtscose-rmpr egnated papers are 
employed as the primary casings tor smoking meat These casings have advantages of being able to be smoked and 
exhibit superior smoking effects. However, animal intestines are of limited supply relative to demand for smoking cas- 
ings for ham and sausage, and have further disadvantage in that uniformly shaped ham and sausage are difficult to 
obtain cue to irregular shapes of the intestines. Further, the animal intestines may be of unsatisfactory strength fre- 
quently, since the strength of the intestines depends on the health or condition of the source animals. 

Fbrous casings are employed to supplement the short supply of natural casings such as animal intestines. How- 
ever, fbrous casings have disadvantages such as unpleasant odors, degradation during a long term storage and being 
stiff and tough, thereby requiring immersion in water to provide flexbflity prior to stuffing with the raw meat for ham or 
sausage Further, since the serrwtransparent, white appearance of the paper based fibrous casing substantially con- 
ceals the meat product, rendering the products as manufactured unacceptable to markets, especiafly to the Japanese 
markets, it is necessary to remove the fbrous casing after completion of the smoking. 

The smokBd products is then repacked with a transparert plastic wrapping as the secondary casing for the storage 
and sale. The repacking is a troublesome work and provides an opportunity fv 

ous germs. Furthermore, the high steam permeability of the casing results in significant weight loss of the meat during 
smoking. Further, the rxoduction of the viscose raw material causes environmental pollution. 

JP-B-6-73428 teaches the use of a single layered smoking casing made of a polyamide film or a poryanrvde-base 
blended resmfflm adapted to maintain the weight of contents over an extended storage period. However, examples cis- 
ciosed in the teaching allow as much as 1 .0% weight toss during 4 days after the smoking. Accordingly, there is a need 
for further improvement for practical usages of the casing. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

It is an object of the present invention to provide casings for smoking and storage of foodstuffs, capable of being 
stuffed with foodstuffs such as raw meat tor ham and sausage, and allow the foodstuffs to be smoked therein and pro- 
ves smoked products amenable to storage without any further treatment for extended periods, thus can be used both 
as the primary casing and as the secondary casing. 

With the foregoing and other objects in view, this invention in one aspect resides broadly in a casing for smoking 
and storage of foodstuffs, which casing comprises a heat-shrinkable tubular laminate including at least one layer of a 
poryamide resin and at least one layer of a mccSfied polyolefin resin having actiesiveness to said polyamide resin, said 
layer of modified polyolefin resin having a thickness of from 1 to 25nm, preferably from 3 to 20*irrt 

In another aspect this invention resides in a casing for smoking and storao^ 
able tubular laminate including at least one layer of a polyamide resin, at leas^ 

olefin resin having acftesiveness to said polyamide resin, and at least one layer of a polyolefin resin, said modified 
polyolefin resin layer and the polyolefin resm layer riaving a to^ 
Preferably, the tubular laminate is produced as a seamless tube. 
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DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED EMBODIMENT 

Polyamide resin layers have low perrneabffity for oxygen gas. but are highly permeable tor smokrrxj-gas compo- 
nents. However, pofyamide resins also have a high perTneabiTrty to water vapor and are accordingly poor for preventing 

5 water loss by vaporization from materials packed therewith- A modified poryolefm resin layer of 1 -25pm thickness, or a 
double layer of 1 -25^m thickness composed of a modified potyolenn resin layer and a polyoiehh resin layer, aflows per- 
meation of smoking-gas components and prevents water vaporization from materials packed therewith, but shows high 
permeability for oxygen gas. MuttMayer casings according to the present invention, in combining functional capabarbes 
of these layers, aDow foodstuffs to be smoked therein and provide smoked products amenable to storage without any 

w further treatment tor extended periods, thus capable of being used both as the primary casing and as the secondary 
casing. 

Casings of the present invention combine the functional capabilities of the pdyamide resin layer for prevention of 
oxygen permeation, and the substantially water inrpermeabtTrty of the modrfied polyolefin resin layer or modrfied poly- 
crtefin/pdyoJefin mutti-layer to prevent water toss. By this means, the casing of the present invention achieves the func- 
is ttonafity of the primary casing and the secondary casing of the prior art The foodstufts forced into frie casings are more 
readily smoked and the smoked foodstuffs can be stored for extended periods without further processing. 

The advantages of the irrvention are achieved irrespective of the order of constituent resin layers in the casing with 
the proviso that the potyamide resin layer must be adjacent to the modified polyolefin resin layer which is selected for 
its adherence to the potyamide resin layers. For example, when "N" denotes the pofyamide resin layer. "M" denotes the 
so modified polyolefin resin layer and XT denotes the polyolefin resin layer, the present casings include two layer construc- 
tions of N(outer)/M0nner) and M/N as well as three layer constructions of N/M/O and O/M/N. 

The modified polyolefin resin may be selected from tornoporymers or copolymers of olefins like ethylene, propyl* 
ene, butene. or the like, modified by, for example, graft polymerization with unsaturated caiboxylic acids tike maleic acid, 
fumaric acid, or like organic acids, acid anhydrides, acid esters and metal salts, and having adhesive capability with 
25 polyamide resins. The rnorjfied polyolefin resins may be in mixture with other resin components such as polyolefin res- 
ins. 

Examples of polyolefin resins for mixing or layering with the modffied polyolefin resin include hornopotymers and 
copolymers of olefins, and copolymers with other copdyrnerizable monomers like vinyl monomers. Typical examples 
are low or high density polyethylene, polypropylene, porybutene, their copolymers, ionomer resins, ethylene-acrytic acid 
30 ccporyrners, ethylene^vinyl acetate copolymers, and the Bka The polyolefin resins can be employed atone or in combi- 
nation. 

The thickness of the modified polyolefin resin layer or the combined thickness of the morified polyolefin resin layer 
and the polyolefin resin layer should be selected to be within 1-25fim ranga A layer thx^ness greater than 25tim results 
in insufficient smoking effects or requirement for a longer smoking times, while layers thinner than 1 jim results in exces- 
36 srve weight loss from the contents during storage. 

Preferably, the polyamide resin is selected from 6- Nylon, 66-Nyton or copolymers thereof. The thickness of the 
polyamide resin layer is preferably about &50jtm, more preferably 1 0-20um, though a slight deviation is permisstole. A 
thickness of less than 5\im tends to cause excessive oxygen permeation and a thickness of greater than 50jim result 
in increased smoking times. 

40 Shrinkage of the heat-shrinkable tubular laminate may be in the range of 1 to 45% and preferably about 30% in 
length and in width when subjected to 95°C x 30sec 

The tubular laminate may be formed by any suitable means such as coextruston. The shrinkability of the laminate 
is preferably provided by post extrusion biaxial orientation of the laminate, although it is envisaged that for certain prod- 
ucts the laminate may be axiaily or transversely oriented relative to the finished casing. The laminate may be formed as 

45 a coextruded. seamless tubular casing, although it is envisaged that the casing may be formed up from a sheet of lam- 
inate by seam welding or bonding. 

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED EMBODIMENTS 

so The present Invention is further described hereunder by reference to the preferred emborjments described in the 
following Examples. 

EXAMPLE 1 

55 A polyamide copolymer resin [Nyton 6:66 = 85:15; density: 1 .lag/cm 3 ; melt flow rate: 2.6g/10mjn (230°C); melting 
point: 200°C; glass transition point 132°q, a modified linear low-density polyethylene resin [modrfied L-LDPE grafted 
with maleic anhydride; density: OSAgfcnP; meft ftow rate: 1.3g/l0min (190°C); melting point: 120°C; Vicat softening 
point: 110°C] and a linear tow-density polyethylene resin [L-tDPE; density: O.M5&arP; meft flow rate: 2.3o/IOmn 
(190°C); melting point 120°C; Vfcat softening point 1Q2°q were co-extruded through a mold having a tnple ring- 
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formed outlet to mold a tubular laminate. The taminate was biaxiaity oriented by simuttaneous stretching by three times 
its width and length to obtain a casing composed of a triple layered tubular laminate having 90mm folding width with 
outer layer of polyamide/15|im; intermediate layer of modified L-LDPE/5nm; inner layer of L-LDPE/20jim; and total 
thickness of 40|im. The shrinkages at 95°C * 30sec were both 30% in width and in length. 

EXAMPLE 2 * 

In a similar manner as that of EXAMPLE 1, a casing composed of a triple layered tubular laminate having 90mm 
folding width with outer layer of poryamWe/15um; imermediate layer of modified L-LDPE/5um; inner layer of L- 
LDPE/15pm; and total thickness of 35um was obtained. The shrinkages at 95°C x 30sec were both 30% in width and 
in length. 

EXAMPLE 3 

In a similar manner as that of Example 1, a casing composed of a triple layered tubular laminate having 90mm fold- 
ing width with outer layer of polyamkje/1 Sum; intermediate layer of modified L-LOPE/5um; inner layer of L-LDPE/IOpm; 
and total thickness of 30um was obtained. The shrinkages at 95°C x 30sec were both 30% in width and in length. 

EXAMPLE 4 

In a similar manner as that of EXAMPLE 1, a casing composed of a triple layered tubular laminate having 90mm 
folding width with outer layer of polyamide/15um; intermediate layer of modified L-LDPE/5um; inner layer of L- 
LDPE/5fim; and total thickness of 25jim was obtained. The shrinkages at 95°C x 30sec were both 30% in width and in 

EXAMPLE 5 

In a similar manner as that of EXAMPLE 1, a casing composed of a triple layered tubular laminate having 90mm 
folding width with outer layer of pdyamide/25|im; intermediate layer of modified L-LDPE/5|im; inner layer of L- 
LDPE/5um; and total thickness of 35um was obtained. The shrinkages at 95°C x 30sec were both 30% in width and in 
length. 

EXAMPLE 6 

A casing composed of a double layered tubular laminate having 90mm folding width with outer layer of poiya- 
mtde/15Mm and inner layer of modified L-LDPE/5um; and total thickness of 20um was obtained by peeling off the L- 
LDPE inner layer of the laminate obtained in EXAMPLE 4. 

EXAMPLE 7 

A polyamide copolymer resin [Nylon 6:66 «= 85:15] and a modified linear low-density polyethylene resin (modified 
L-LDPE) were co-extruded through a mold having a double ring-formed outlet to mold a tubular laminate. The laminate 
was stretched simultaneously and biaxiaDy by three times in width and length to obtain a casing composed of a double 
layered tubular laminate film having 90mm folding width with outer layer of polyamide/15^m; inner layer of modified L- 
LDPE/1 Oum; and total thickness of 25pm. The shrinkages at 95°C x 30sec were both 30% in width and in length. 

EXAMPLE 8 

A polyamide copolymer resin [Nylon 6:66 « 8020; density: 1.14gfcm 3 ; melting point 191°C]. a modified linear low- 
density polyethylene resin [modified L-LDPE grafted with maleic anhydride; density: 0.940/cm 3 ; melt flow rate: 
1 .3g/1 Qmin (190°C); melting point 120°C; Vfcat softening point: 1 10°q and a linear low-density polyethylene resin [L- 
LDPE; density: O.giSg/cm 3 ; meH flow rate: 2.3g/10min (190°C); melting point 120°C; Vicat softening point 102°q 
were co-extruded through a mold having a triple ring-formed outlet to mold a tubular laminate. The laminate was biaxi- 
ally oriented by simuttaneous stretching by three times its width and length to obtain a casing composed of a triple lay- 
ered tubular laminate having 90mm folding width with outer layer of rjolyamide/15um; intermecfiate layer of modffied L- 
LDPE/5*im; inner layer of L-LDPE/15j±m; and total thickness of 35um The shrinkages at 95°C x 30sec were both 30% 
in width and in length. 
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EXAMPLES 

A casing corrposed of a triple layered tubular laminate having 90mm folding width with outer layer of L- 
LDPE/15^m; rntermediate layer of modiTted L-LDPE/5um; inner layer of poryamide/ISjim; and total thickness of 35jim 
5 was obtained by turning inside out the tubular laminate obtained in EXAMPLE 2. 

COMPARATIVE EXAMPLE 1 

A oornmerctaOy available ffcrous casing having a 90mm folding width and 85^m thickness was employed. 

10 

COMPARATIVE EXAMPLE 2 

In a similar manner as that of Example 1 , a casing composed of a triple layered tubular laminate having 90mm fold- 
ing width with 'outer layer of poJyamjde/20um; intermediate layer of modified L-LDPE/5um; inner layer of L-UDPE/25um; 
T5 and total thickness of 50jim was obtained. The shrinkages at 95°C x 30sec were both 30% in width and in length. 

COMPARATIVE EXAMPLE 3 

A pdyamide copolymer resin [Nylon 6:66 = 85:1 5] was extruded through a mold having a ring-formed outlet to mold 
20 a tubular film. The film was stretched simultaneously and biaxialry by three times in width and length to obtain a casing 
composed of a pofyamide resin single layered tubular torn having 90mm folding width and thickness of 40ura The 
shrinkages at 95°C x 30sec were both 25% in width and in length. 

SMOKING TEST 

25 

Each 300g of a paste mixture composed of pork mince 69 weighty water 24 wetght%. starch 5 weipjrt% and salt 
2 weight% was stuffed in respective casings prepared with laminates obtained in the Examples and Comparative Exam- 
pies, and the stuffed casings were sealed. The sealed casings were subjected to smoking for 1 hour in a smoking room 
of ca.75-80°C and ca.40-60% Relative Humidity (RH). The obtained smoked products employing the casing of Exam- 
30 pies 1 -9 as weO as of Comparative Examples 2 and 3 were compared by a plurality of experts in terms of the smell, 
taste and color with the product of CcHrnparative Example 1 employing the conventional f ftxous casing rated as 1 0 for 
each evaluating item. The evaluation results are shown in TABLE 1. 
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Casing 


N-M-Ou 


M*Ou ( 


Effect of smoking 








smell 


taste 


color 


Comparative Example 1 






10 


10 


10 


Example 1 


15/5/20 


25 


6 


7 


6 


Example 2 


15/5/15 


20 


8 


9 


7 


Example 3 


15/5/10 


15 


8 


9 


9 


Example 4 


15/5/5 


10 


8 


9 


8 


Example 5 


25/5/5 


10 


8 


8 


7 


Example 6 


15/5/0 


5 


9 


10 


9 


Example 7 


15/10/0 


10 


9 


10 


9 


Example 8 


15/5/15 


20 


7 


8 


7 


Example 9 


OM-N 15/5/15 


20 


7 


7 


6 


Comparative Example 2 


20/5/25 


30 


5 


5 


4 


Comparative Example 3 


40/0/0 


0 


9 


9 


9 



As clearly seen from Table 1 . casings employed in Examples exhibited 'almost the same smoking effect as those of 
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Comparative Exanples 1 or 3 employing the casing conventionally used as primary casings for smoking process. Hew- 
ever, insufficient smoking effect was obtained in Comparative Example 2 by the casing having modified potyolefin resin 
layer and polyoleftn resin layer with the combined thickness of 30 jim. 

5 STORAGE TEST 

k 

For the storage test, samples prepared by the above smoking test were stored in their originally packaged states 
for 10 days at 18°C and 40% Relative HumkSty. Decrease in weight of the sample 10 days after the smoking step was 
measured. The results are shown in Table 2. 
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TABLE 2 





t 


Permeation of oxygen 
cc/m 2 • 24h •atm 


Wat er vapor transmis- 
sion g/m 2 • 24h 


Loss of Weight % 

> 






23°C-65%RH 


40°C'90%RH 


18°C-40%RH 










Just after smoking 


10 days after smok- 
ing 


20 


Comparative Exam- 
ple 1 


2000 


>3000 


4.80 


39.00 




Example 1 


70 


17 


0.06 


0.12 




Example 2 


70 


18 


0.06 


0.12 


25 


Example 3 


70 


20 


0.07 


0.13 




Example 4 


70 


22 


0.07 


0.14 




Example 5 


40 


21 


0.07 


0.13 | 


30 


Example 6 


70 


26 


0.11 


0.20 


Example 7 


70 


22 


0.08 


0.15 




Example 8 


70 


18 


0.06 


0.12 




Example 9 


70 


17 


0.05 


0.11 


35 


Comparative Exam- 
ple 2 


55 


15 


0.06 


0.11 




Comparative Exam- 
ple 3 


30 


120 


1.15 


2.50 



40 



For samples employing casings of Examples and Comparative Example 2 showed after 10 days a small weight toss 
and surfaces with no wrinkle. For the sample of Ck>mparative Example 1 employing the fforous casing, the weight loss 
after 1 0 days was remarkable and mould developed on the surface. For the sample of Comparative Example 3 employ- 
es ing the polyamide resin single layered casing, the weight loss after 10 days was between those of Examples and of 
Comparative Example 1, but wrinkle was observed on the surface. 

Based on the test result shown in Tables 1 and 2, the present casing for smoking and storage of foodstuffs was 
evaluated from the standpoirt^ 
and the results are summarized in Table 3. 
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TABLE 3 





Effect of smoking 


Storage stability 


Summarized rating 


Comparative Example 1 


excellent M 


poor 


poor 


Example 1 


good 


excellent 


excellent 


Example 2 


good 


excellent 


excellent 


Example 3 


good 


excellent 


excellent 


Example 4 


good 


excellent 


excellent 


Example 5 


good 


excellent 


excellent 


Example 6 


good 


excellent 


excellent 


Example 7 


good 


excellent 


excellent 


Example 8 


good 


excellent 


excellent 


Example 9 


good 


excellent 


| excellent 


Comparative Example 2 


poor 


excellent 


poor 


Comparative Example 3 


good 


poor 


poor 



By use of the present casing, it has become poss&le to subject raw meat for ham and sausage stuffed in the casing 
to smoking for obtaining smoked meat products durable without any further treatment for a long period of storage. 

It will of course be realized that while the above has been given by way of illustrative example of this invention, all 
such and other modifications and variations thereto as would be apparent to persons skilled in the art are deemed to 
fall within the broad scope and admit of this invention as set forth in the claims appended hereto. 

Claims 

1 . A casing for smoking and storage of foodstuffs comprising a heat-shrinkable tubular laminate including at least one 
layer of a pcriyamide resin and at least one layer of a modified polyolefin resin having adhesiveness to said polya- 
mide resin, said layer of modified polyolefin resin having a thickness of from 1 to 25um. 

2. A casing for smoking and storage of foodstuffs according to claim 1 , wherein said tubular laminate comprises an 
outer layer of the polyamide resin and an inner layer of the modified polyolef in resin. 

3. a casing for smoking and storage of foodstuffs according to claim 1 . wherein said tubular laminate comprises an 
outer layer of the modified polyolefin resin and an inner layer of the polyamide resin. 

4. A casing for smoking and storage of foodstuffs comprising a heat-shrinkable tubular laminate indixfing at least one 
layer of a polyamide resin, at least one intermediate layer of a modified polyolefin resin having adhesiveness to said 
polyamide resin, and at least one layer of a polyolefin resin, said modified polyolefin resin layer and the polyolefin 
resin layer having a total thickness of from 1 to 25unv 

5. a casing for smoking and storage of foodstuffs according to claim 4, wherein said tubular laminate comprises an 
outer layer of the polyamide resin, an intermediate layer of the modified polyolefin resin and an inner layer of the 
polyolefin resin. 

6. A casing for smoking and storage of foodstuffs according to claim 4. wherein said tubular laminate comprises an 
outer layer of the polyolefin resin, an intermediate layer of the modified polyolefin resin and an inner layer of the 
polyamide resin. 

7. A casing for smoking and storage of foodstuffs according to anyone of the preceding claims, wherein said tubular 
laminate is triaxially coextruded seamless tubular laminate. 

8. A casing stuffed with foodstuffs for smoking and storage, wherein said casing comprising a heat-shrinkable tubular 
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laminate including at least one layer of a poryamide resin and at least one layer of a mocfified poryofefin resin having 
adhesiveness to said polyamide resin, said layer of modified potyotefin resin having a thickness of from 1 to 25pm. 

9. A casing stuffed with foodstuffs for smoking and storage, wherein said casing comprising a heat-shrinkable tubUar 
5 laminate inducing at least one layer of a polyamide resin, at least one intermediate layer of a modified polyolefin 
resin having adhesiveness to said polyamide resin, and eft least one layer of a potyotefin resin, said modified poly- 
olefin resin layer and the polyolefin resin layer having a total thickness of from 1 to 25jim 
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